[Long-term results of Beger's operation in chronic pancreatitis of cephalic predominance].
Long-term survival (2 to 11 years) in 5 patients who underwent the Beger operation for severe, predominantly cephalic chronic pancreatitis showed that total pain relief has been achieved in all cases, together with weight gain (2 to 18 kg) and return to former occupation. In 3 of the 4 patients who did not have a concomitant biliary derivation, jaundice (2 cases treated by bile duct-duodenum anastomosis) or angiocholitis (1 case) was observed 7, 2 and 3 years after the initial operation. These results are better than with classical exeresis or derivation. The disadvantage of the procedure is that it is technically difficult. In case of a voluminous cystic cavity, the Frey operation should be preferred.